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"Literacy is a bridge from misery to hope.  It is a tool for daily 

life in modern society.”  

— Kofi Annan, 7th Secretary-General of the United Nations 

and co-recipient of the 2001 Nobel Peace Price 

The gift of reading and mastery of the English language is essential to navigating 

life.  It directly correlates to an individual's ability to move out of poverty, obtain 

or improve employment, and influence their child's ability to succeed academi-

cally.  Siena Literacy Center and our supporters create that bridge of hope by 

offering adult education programming in reading, writing, math, English, and 

digital literacy.   

I am excited to be here as Siena’s new Executive Director.  More than anything 

else, I want to express gratitude to our dedicated volunteers and adult learners: 

both those who face the challenges of transitioning to online learning and those 

who face the challenges of wearing masks and remaining socially distant during 

tutoring.  I am also grateful to those who have continued to support this minis-

try through sharing their time, resources, and prayers.   

You are receiving this newsletter because you are part of this community.  You 

are either an adult learner, a volunteer, a benefactor, or a neighbor.  We should 

be proud of what we have accomplished together this past year, but there is still 

much more we can do.  We need volunteers willing to tutor an ever-increasing 

number of new learners, facilitate small group learning, and/or help with com-

munity outreach, event planning, and videography. Can you help us make con-

nections so that we can reach those who need our services? Want to find out 

more?  Give us a call at 313.532.8404 and talk to me or our program director, 

Rod Nyland.    

I hope you find this newsletter inspiring and  

that someday we can meet face to face.  

Blessings, 

Sr. Janice Brown, O.P. 

Executive Director 

JUNE 26:  

National Adult Education 

Honor Society induction  

ceremony 

JUNE 30:  

Last day of the 2020-21  

fiscal/academic year 

JULY 1:  

First day of the 2021-22  

fiscal/academic year 

JULY 5:  

Building closed for 4th of 

July (observed) 

JULY 15:  

In-person tutor training,  

1-2 pm 

AUGUST 13:  

Family movie night at Siena  

SEPTEMBER 6:  

Building closed for Labor 

Day 
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Catholic Foundation Funds New Computers 
For the second year in a row, Siena has been an Inno-

vation grant awardee from the Catholic Foundation of 

Michigan. This year’s grant supported the purchase of 

four new laptops and educational software. These 

laptops, in conjunction with previously purchased tab-

lets, enable Siena to loan mobile devices to learners 

who do not have the technology at home, thereby 

supporting Siena’s distance learning initiatives.  

The previous grant in 2019 had replaced four desktop 

computers in the lab. The new computers are much 

more reliable and compatible with newer educational 

software. 

Siena is ever grateful to the Catholic Foundation of 

Michigan for funding these requests. 

Students Abdoulaye Diallo (front) and William Murphy (back) 

work in the computer lab on two of the new desktop comput-

ers.  

Learner Voices: KENNETH FELTON 
My Life with Siena Literacy Center 

I came to SLC because I wanted to improve my 

reading, writing, and math. I used to go to the lo-

cation downtown [a partnership with Detroit Pub-

lic Schools] until I learned about the Six Mile loca-

tion. It has been a wonderful experience for me. I 

learn how to write and read. The wonderful tutors 

helped me to write a resume and get the job I 

have today (six years) at Detroit Diesel. I hope and 

pray to go to college and get a better job at Detroit 

Diesel to improve my quality of life.  

I have so much to be thankful for going to SLC; for 

example, I learned directions, and comprehension 

of things as well. My goal is to complete college. I 

pray to God that this story will help people come 

forward and help themselves improve their read-

ing and writing. It’s not too late to learn to read 

and get your education. 
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Family Fun Movie Night August 13 
Bring your blanket or chairs! Siena Literacy Center will be showing Disney/

Pixar’s “Up” at our first ever outdoor family movie night on Friday, August 

13. Come join us for snacks, activities, raffles, and tours of Siena. The movie 

will begin at dusk.  

Families must register at check-in and all children must be accompanied by 

adults.  

Details will be posted on our website (sienaliteracy.org) and Facebook 

(facebook.com/sienalc).  

We Say Goodbye and Hello to Staff Members 

 

Beloved Staff Members Bid Farewell 

The 2020 academic year saw torches passed from two 

central figures at Siena.  

December of 2020 marked the retirement of Cheralyn 

Suggs, who oversaw all aspects of the tutoring program 

as Siena’s placement coordinator. Suggs effectively 

brought new learners and tutors into the program. Always 

upbeat and optimistic, she delighted in seeing the success-

es of learners and tutors at Siena. In January, we celebrat-

ed Suggs with a virtual retirement party on Zoom.  

As the office manager, Keah Archie-King helped Siena run 

smoothly, and was often the first person to welcome 

guests. We wish her well in her future endeavors.  

New Staff Join the Team 

Sister Janice Brown joined Siena as the executive director 

in October of 2020. Brown has been involved in adult edu-

cation and workforce training since 2005 and hopes to 

expand Siena’s reach to service more adults who want to 

improve their foundational skills to make a better life for 

themselves and their families.   

In November of 2020, Rod Nyland transitioned from vol-

unteer to staff member, and in December assumed the 

position of program director. Nyland comes from a back-

ground in higher education but is excited to transition into 

non-profit work.   

Katie Anderson joined the team as our program support 

associate in March and has already made a dramatic im-

pact through our redesigned website. Anderson and 

Nyland work together to develop Siena’s programming to 

support both the learners and tutors. 

Above: Siena Literacy Center holds an online retirement party 

for Suggs via Zoom.  Below (left to right): Cheralyn Suggs, Keah 

Archie-King, Sister Janice Brown, Rod Nyland, and Katie Ander-

son. 
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Volunteering to tutor at Siena Literacy has been one 

of the most rewarding decisions I have ever made. I 

value the time with the learner assigned to me im-

mensely. This is not only because I have the oppor-

tunity to help her, but also because she teaches me 

what courage and perseverance looks like each session.  

-Lyn Crowley, tutor 

Tutors at Siena 

make a difference 

every day.  

Learn more:  

313-532-8404 

info@sienaliteracy.org 

Student Spotlight: FATIMA HASSAN 

Fatima Hassan is one of seven students who will be 
inducted into the National Adult Education Honor So-
ciety June 26. Congratulations, Fatima! 

This past spring, Fatima Hassan celebrated her young-
est son graduating from college with a degree in elec-
trical engineering. But this month, the family hopes 
to be celebrating her after she takes the final section 
of her GED test. 

“They can’t wait. They said they’re coming with bells 
and whistles,” Hassan said. “I didn’t take the decora-
tions down because I want to see that I am next.” 

Education is something that has always been im-
portant to her, Hassan said, but with five children and 
multiple businesses to run, her educational goals 
were delayed. 

“I pushed the kids to education more than myself,” 
she said. “I gave my life all to them.” 

But as her kids grew older, Hassan started studying 
through Detroit Public School Community District 
adult education program (in partnership with Detroit 
at Work) to earn her GED. In 2019, she also enrolled 
at Siena Literacy Center, where she studies with tutor 
John Kluka. She has only one section of the GED left 
to take, language arts, before she finally passes the 
test. 

“I don’t even know how I’m going to react when I 
graduate,” she said. “After all these years you’re just 

dreaming and finally it will come.” 

After she passes the test, Hassan plans to enroll in 
college and hopes she can continue to work on her 
courses with Kluka. “I know it’s going to be a little bit 
more, with essays and English,” she said. “It’s just 
awesome having that help.” 

Hassan hopes that she can also encourage other 
women her age to pursue their educations, especially 
those who might be afraid to do so. 

“It’s worth it,” she said. “Try it. As soon as you start 

you won’t give up. Just reach for the moon; reach for 

the stars. You’ll just be proud of yourself that you 

have that knowledge that you never had before.” 
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Virtual Tutoring Meets Needs and Breaks Barriers 

When Siena Literacy Center first had 

to close its doors for the COVID-19 

pandemic in March of 2019, learner 

William Murphy was worried. “I 

thought it would be a setback for 

me,” he said.  

Murphy and his tutor, Sister Jean 

Horger checked on each other over 

the phone at first. When they realized 

the closure could be longer than a few 

weeks, they—and many other learn-

ers and tutors—quickly got used to 

Zoom and other remote learning op-

tions.   

Despite the fact that Siena is now 

open again, about a third of tutoring 

sessions continue to occur virtually. 

The option of remote learning is inval-

uable when transportation, childcare, 

or other barriers prevent tutors or 

learners from meeting in person.  

Having a virtual option is imperative 

to Esther Manson, who was enrolled 

as a student at Siena in 2013 but left 

because of a neurological condition. 

Now that her condition is in check, 

she has re-enrolled for remote tutor-

ing.  

“I can’t come in like I used to, but I 

can work at home,” Manson said.  

Learning helps keep her brain active, 

which helps her health.  

“It’s more than school for me,” Man-

son said. “It’s helping to keep my 

mind sharp.”  

Although she left Siena years ago, 

Manson was able to be re-paired with 

her original tutor, Ed Roberge, who 

was pleased to hear from her again. 

“There’s a strength in having a rela-

tionship that you can count on to 

work with each other,” Roberge said.  

For others, remote work has provided 

a convenient alternative when tutor 

or learner temporarily can’t make it 

into the building. Tutor Derek Foster 

works with two learners who balance 

studying with raising small children. 

Being able to meet online has made it 

easier for them to attend tutoring ses-

sions.  

Teaching English via video can be 

challenging, Foster said. “She makes 

me work extra hard because I’m try-

ing to describe words to her to give 

her the meaning of it,” he said.  

Horger agreed that it can be difficult 

to teach certain concepts, like punctu-

ation or spelling, remotely.  

“That’s the handicap of Zoom,” Horg-

er said. “Other than that, the actual 

work we do, he’s doing very well.” 

Although it comes with challenges, 

online learning has meant increased 

opportunities for many learners who 

otherwise would have less access to 

tutoring. But that doesn’t mean learn-

ers and tutors aren’t excited to return 

to in-person learning when they can. 

Horger and Murphy recently resumed 

their in-person meetings. 

“I’m very happy,” Murphy said. “I’ve 

been missing Sister.” 

Above: Learner Marion Carter works with his tutor, Mary Kirby, via Zoom at Siena 

Literacy Center. Below: Tutor Ed Roberge meets online with learner Esther Manson.  
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Computer skills have become essential to meeting the chal-

lenges of everyday life, including applying for jobs or classes, 

banking, shopping, helping children with schoolwork, and 

staying connected to friends and family. Siena Literacy Center 

has continued to help meet these challenges by offering a new 

digital literacy program for learners, tutors, and community 

members to improve their computer skills.  

Siena is now one of only a handful of locations in Michigan 

offering official training through Northstar Digital Literacy. The 

program was developed to meet the needs of job seekers in 

need of computer training to achieve their employment and 

personal goals.   

Digital literacy students have access to resources and interac-

tive online trainings. When they pass assessments, students 

are able to earn official certificates, giving them an important 

credential that can be used as proof of training with employ-

ers.  

Test your own computer knowledge with a free assessment 

from Northstar: tinyurl.com/northstarassessment 

An education is for everyone.  

Offering in-person or virtual options • Open enrollment: 313-532-8404 

Digital Literacy Training Builds 

Essential Computer Skills 

Available Trainings 

Essential Computer Skills:  

 Basic Computer Skills 

 Internet Basics 

 Using Email 

 Windows 

 Mac OS 
 

Essential Software Skills:  

 Microsoft Word 

 Microsoft Excel 

 Microsoft PowerPoint 

 Google Docs 
 

Using Technology in Daily Life: 

 Social Media 

 Information Literacy 

 Supporting K-12 Distance Learning 

 Career Search Skills 

 Your Digital Footprint 
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With Gratitude to Our Generous Donors 

Adrian Dominican Sisters   •   Catholic Foundation of Michigan  

City of Detroit   •   Dollar General    •   Dominican Rea Literacy Corporation  

Hilda E. Bretzlaff Foundation   •   Michigan Restart    •   Wayne County Back to Work 

Major Funders 

ADS Leaven Mission Group 

Dorothy Amberger 

Anonymous 

Juliana Asambang 

Dorothy Averett 

Kimberly Bagazinski 

Habibatou Bah 

Evelyn Barrack 

Michael Benlon 

Joanne & George Braund 

Tony Cannon 

Anne Carrier 

Gregory Cascione & Sarah Huckett 

Arthur & Sheila Cogshell 

Sharon Cook 

Pamela DeBono 

Alisa Diez 

Richard Eusani 

Ralph Fader 

Howard & Cheryl Feit 

Kenneth Felton 

Mary & Ed Francis 

Clara Gaither 

Mary & Kenneth Hochkins 

Marguerite Kelly-Watson 

John Kluka 

Joe Korotko 

Frank Latos 

Marcia Leibson 

Ann Lusch 

Willa Mackey 

Bill & Edie McKnight 

Carolyn Milhouse 

Sharon Mills 

Barbara Montgomery 

Ed Moylan 

Patrick Moylan 

Thomas Moylan 

Nancy Newell 

Bonnie Nielsen 

Alma Petrini 

Carolyn Plasha 

Donna Potter 

Peggy & Louis Press, Jr.  

Barbara Queen 

Chris Remus 

Mary Anna Riley, IHM 

Edward & Elizabeth Roberge 

Marianne Sarich 

Dennis Sawinska 

John & Barbara Scheulke 

Stephen Selander 

Suzette & Lloyd Sharper 

Daniel & Julie Sinnott 

Lynette Stafford  

Janet Stankowski, O.P. 

Robert & Cheralyn Suggs 

GM Swanson 

Anne Thomson 

Lorraine Tyler 

Anne Van Amerongen 

Steve & Janet Wasko 

Mark Weisenthal 

Henry Wells 

Janet Whittington 

Edward Wilkie 

Sue Witham 

C.Y. Wright 

Donors 

In Memoriam 

Michael Chall 

Julius & Martha Brown 

James Brown 

 

Honoring 

Ed Moylan 

Cheralyn Suggs 

Cara Washington 

Valerie Wade 

In Appreciation of Siena’s Board of Directors 
Sue Witham, Chair 

Alfred Robertson, Vice-Chair  

& Treasurer 

John Kluka, Secretary 

Bill McKnight 

Greg Cascione 

Pastor Corey Kennard 

Janet Stankowski, OP 

Heather Stiverson, OP 

Ron Eady 

Steve Wasko 

Mark Weisenthal 
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Get to Know Your Staff: 

What is your favorite book?  

Katie Anderson, Program Support  

Associate: 

“Contact,” by Carl Sagan 

Sister Lenore Boivin, Reading & Special Pro-

jects Coordinator: 

“Tattoos on the Heart,” by Fr. Gregory Boyle 

Sister Janice Brown, Executive Director:  

“Before I Was Yours,” by Lisa Wingate 

Derek Foster, New Learner Academy Instructor:  

“Lord Chesterfield’s Letters to his Son,”  

by Phillip Stanhope  

Bilal Khaled, Accountant: 

The Qur’an 

Lois King, Receptionist: 

“Little Women,” by Louisa May Alcott 

Abdual Lahawl, Computer Lab Manager: 

National Geographic Pathways 

Jermaine Minor, Custodian: 

I love to read with my children.  

Rodney Nyland, Program Director: 

“Pedagogy of the Oppressed,” by Paulo 

Freire 

Sister Mary Anna Riley, Assessment &  

Data Management Coordinator: 

“Guess How Much I Love You,” by Sam McBratney 

In the Works: 
Behind the Scenes at Siena 

Siena Literacy Center is planning an in-person tu-

tor training for July 15, 1-2 pm. The training will 

focus on tutoring English language learners and 

will be facilitated by Jaleesa Brown, a Siena tutor 

and online ESL instructor who has taught stu-

dents from more than 30 countries.   

We will hold a small ceremony inducting seven 

new members into the National Adult Education 

Honor Society on Saturday, June 26. Member-

ship in NAEHS is a recognition of students’ work 

ethic, positive attitude, and dependable attend-

ance.  

Black Dress Ministries will be partnering with 

Siena to bring free sewing classes to our commu-

nity starting this summer! Octavia Foster from 

Black Dress Ministries will be teaching classes 

aimed at both beginning and advanced sewists.  

Siena Literacy Center is pleased to offer two re-

turning extracurricular classes: 

 ESL Conversation Class  will provide English 

language learners an opportunity to work on 

their speaking skills in a safe environment. 

 New Learners Academy will address “daily 

survival skills” like goal setting, time manage-

ment, organization, money management, and 

job skills.  

Siena is now hosting a book club for students and 

tutors through the Detroit Public Library’s Book 

Club in a Bag program. We are currently reading 

“Confessions of a Barefaced Woman” by Allison 

Joseph.  


